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accused of saying in her speech at Newmarket, Co.
Cork, that ' Sinn Feiners should treat the children of
the police as spies, ostracise them, treat them as lepers,
and refuse to sit near them in church or school.   She
denied the authority of the Court to try her and did
not defend herself on the general charge.   But the one
thing she did say was that she would never advocate
the persecution of policemen's children.   She begged
her friends never to hurt or make unhappy a little
child.   She did not think any of her friends at New-
market took her as advocating the annoying or perse-
cution of children, even policemen's children, and she
asked them in the name of Eamon Ceannt, executed
in Easter Week, who was himself a policeman's son
and who died for Ireland, to respect children. What
she did say at the meeting was, " Be careful of what
you say to your own children for fear they would say
anything to a policeman's child," but she would never
raise a finger to hurt a child.'   She was sent to Cork
Prison.  Extraordinary precautions were taken to avoid
publicity.    The train was heavily guarded, and on
arrival a large force of constabulary escorted her motor
car through the city to the gaol.  There, equally strange
precautions were taken, soldiers and police guards being
placed in and around the prison.   Still she very much
preferred an Irish to an English prison.   Even there
things felt more like home, and she was allowed for
reasons of health to work in the garden.    She was
quite proud of the rock garden she made for the
Governor of Cork Gaol, and I am sure she put her
whole heart into the work.  She was the most generous-
hearted and ungrudging of prisoners.
In 1919 the Irish M.P.s, who were pledged not to
sit in the House of Commons, summoned a Parliament
to meet in Dublin. They of course summoned every
person elected in Ireland, but non-Republicans did not